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News Briefs 

WAGE-HOUR PROBLEM AT THE 
COURTHOUSE WITH A NEW ONE 
CROPPING UP; PROBATION 
CRACKDOWN; LAPPAS UPDATE; 

AND "ORGIES" AT HOT-DITCH 

W HERE IS THE EQUI- 
ty?" asked Super¬ 
visor Richard Mc¬ 
Donald as he pondered the 
fact that Inyo's sheriff's 
men, its road department 
employees and its sanitor- 
ium employees work eight 
hours a day, but other em¬ 
ployees at the courthouse 
are on a seven-hour basis, 

IVhere indeed? It all came up in a discus¬ 
sion (another one) about overtime pay in the 
assessor's office. Under a proposal, workers 
there may get time and a half pay for working 
beyond the required seven hours. "It has been 
challenged many times," advised County Admin¬ 
istrator John K, Smith, Explaining that "The 
courthouse used to be open on Saturday morning 
to make up for the seven-hour days,.,But that 




Hit-run victim 


Youth captured 
after mishap P.IO 
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stopped," The issue took off from there: Sup¬ 
ervisor Johnny Johnson said he sees the seven 
and eight-hour days as "fair" because "the e- 
quity is reflected "in the pay scale," Then 
Supervisor Wilma Muth disagreed. In the long 
run, the assessor's people got their overtime 
with McDonald voting no. "I object," he said, 
"to anything over seven hours bei ng time and 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, P.7) 
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Text and Photos by I 
Benett Kessler 


'Grapevine's" Bob Steele presents his case 


Culture gap 

"ROCK CONCERT'S" NO PROBLEM, 

BUT DOPE IS THE REAL ISSUE 

It sounded something like 
a confrontation out of the 60 f s, 
a decade long dead, yet not com - 
pletely so: Hippie-drug culture 
vs. Establishment. 

And that f s the last thing 
that Big Pine's Bob Steele want¬ 
ed it to be like. He sat last 
week before the gathered super¬ 
visors to convince them that his 
organization. Grapevine Product¬ 
ions, is a "community-minded" 
one that wants to work in cooper¬ 
ation with the powers that be to 
stage some of Grapevine r s plan¬ 
ned projects. 

Grapevine, as he explained, 
is a group of some 40 young ad¬ 
ults - most of them, though he 
did not say it, superannuated 
remnants of the 60 f s youth cult¬ 
ure - who in recent years have 
organized and staged the Grape¬ 
vine rock- and country music fes¬ 
tival near Big Pine. How, the 
Grapevine promoters want to in¬ 
corporate to stage not one but 
three such concerts this year in 
Inyo County. Steele points with 
some justifiable pride to past 
performances, and the record 
shows that in spite of a maxim- 
(S< CULTUHE GAP, Page 2) 








































Support and op¬ 
position. At 
rear, a numler 
of youths sup¬ 
porting the 
concerts, and 
in foreground, 
right, Sheriff 
Floyd Barton 
and a deputy iJw 
oppose the plan 
because of dope 
at concerts. 


Steele pleads his case 
before the supervisors. 
In background: Jim Ang¬ 
elo , parks and recreat¬ 
ion director, and Tom 
Rowland of DbP which 
owns the Grapevine 
property near Big Pine. 
Steele says DIP has 
allowed him use of 
its properties. 


Photos: 
Benett Kessler 


CULTURE GAP, Continued 

urn of noise resounding through the woodland 
from so-so bands, there was in fact a minimum 
of "trouble" and litter. 

But "trouble" and litter clearly were 
not the issues among members of the board of 
supervisors. They held the power to decide if 
at least two of the concerts will be held: 
at Diaz Lake near Lone fine, and the Millpond 
Recreation area near Bishop, both of them 
county facilities that Grapevine’s people hcpe 
to rent. Finally, the real issue cane out: 

"We can bring thousands and thousands of peop¬ 
le into the county," said Steele - a state¬ 
ment calculated to draw interest to the poss¬ 
ible economic benefits. But Steele got blank 
stares from the board, their unspoken quest¬ 
ion hanging in the air: What kinds of people, 
and how much dope? 

How about crowd control? "The people 
control the people. No offense to the sher¬ 
iff's office," said Steele, but when the dep¬ 
uties show up, there's more of a threat than 
a protection." 

Sheriff Floyd B a rton was there. "I ag¬ 
ree," he said. "We could not work on the prem¬ 
ises of the concert - because when we see a 
violation we have to make an arrest. That's 
why they don't want us there. There would be 
a confrontation - although that doesn't make 
us the bad guys. 

"I oppose it," Barton continued. "We 
don't have the personnel to handle it." 

But board chairman Dick Engel wanted 
more, for the record. "What is it that you 
want to do if the law isn't there?" 

"Nothing," replied a slightly evasive 
Steele. "We just don't want the pressure." 

Everyone was still avoiding it, so Sup¬ 
er isor Wilma Muth spoke up: "What pressure?" 

Steele brought it out: "People like to 
smoke a joint without getting into trouble. 
Page 2 


Supervi¬ 
sor Irwin 
suggested 
"one con¬ 
cert - in 
the south 
part of 
the 

county ." 


A lot of people think it's better than alcohol 
and cigarettes. -*-f the sheriff is there, he 
will have to act....Down south this doesn't 
happen." 

But the supervisors on that day werefer 
from caring about how things are done "down 
south." Clearly, this was Inyo County where 
marijuana is seldom seen as a minor matter or 
issue; it is often the issue. 

"You have hit on the main concern," said 
Muth. It's not music, it's drugs." 

Steele got defensive: "That's not true," 
he said. We do it for the show, but you have 
to accept the fact that marijuana is here." 

Supervisor Johnny Johnson figured as 
how he didn't have to accept anything at all, 
and he lashed out: "I have a teen-age boy. I 
am trying to keep him away from drugs. I think 
I have been successful - and I don't have to 
accept it!" 

But in spite of rising anger and a just¬ 
ifiable concern over narcotics use at an out- 

(Continued next page) 













Mine cave-in 


SOME MINERS HINT DARKLY THAT DANGER EXISTED IN ABC'S SIGMA MINE, BUT THE OFFICIAL REPORT 
INDICATES THAT THE DEATH OF A YOUNG MAN MAY HAVE BEEN DUE TO HIS INEXPERIENCE AS A MINER 

T HE SHIFT WAS NEARLY OVER. Twenty-three-year old Harry Connor, Jr., was working with an¬ 
other miner, Burt Bellows, and the rest of the crew at the face of a 200-foot tunnel they 
had driven into the earth at the American Borate Company Mine near Furnace Creek in Death 
Valley. It was Connor's 12th day on the job - 
and, as it turned out - his last. Some reports 
of what happened made much of the fact of his 
relative inexperience. 

Other miners on the job had observed a 
danger signal - what the manager called "gra¬ 
vel and sand spitting" around the rocks that 
made up the mine "roof." The others ran out 
but apparently Connor failed to read the dan¬ 
ger in the activity of the rocks above. What 
happened then, as the roof caved in, is a mat¬ 
ter of mixed reports - one from the mine man¬ 
ager, and others reported off-the-record by 
Connor's co-workers. The official report iss¬ 
ued after an inspection tour by representatives 
of the Federal Mine Safety Administration and 
CALOSHA (California Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration) indicated simply that 
Connor did not run with 
the others. Fellow work¬ 
ers said he ran, but he 
tripped and fell. In any 
case he died beneath tens 
of falling rock. 

Some workers at 
ABC's Sigma Mine complain¬ 
ed privately that the 
mine had not been safe 
"for weeks," that the com¬ 
pany had gone so far as 
to acknowledge the dang¬ 
er but had told the work¬ 
men that the materials 
that would guarantee ab¬ 
solute safety were hard 
to get due to the mine's 
remote location. Such 
claims, however, were de¬ 
nied by Sigma's Manager, 

Greg Sparks who backed 
his denial ■with the in¬ 
vestigators' reports. He 


told reporters that no negligence was involv¬ 

ed in the mishap, that the roof had been "ob¬ 
served" prior to t he cave-in, and that it was 
in "good shape." ^e confirmed that the roof 
was of "unsupported rock" but required no sup¬ 
port. The cave-in was due, he said to "inad¬ 
vertent mining across a fault." Any claims of 
pre-existing danger were "completely false." 

On the other hand, Sparks reported that 
ABC "had agreed on changes to prevent similar 
occurrences...a re-orientation of tunnels to 
avoid intersecting faults, and a better roof 
with greater stability. 

"We'll improve oir miner training, too," 
he said. "Connor had been on the payroll only 
12 days. A more experienced miner would have 
recognized that a cavo-in was going to occur. 

(See CAVE-IN on Page 16) 
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ABC mining complex near site of the Sigma Mine cave-in 

What happened 200 feet into the tunnel , a matter of mixed reports 


CULTURE GAP, Continued 

door rock and country music show - the super¬ 
visors made no motion to deny entirely Steele's 
plans. Said the sheriff: "You should be in Sac¬ 
ramento, Mr. Steele. The people put these laws 
into effect. You should be (arguing) at state 
level." 

There was also input from the county's 
legal counsel, and from Parks and Recreation 
Director Jim Angelo who’s department directs 
activities at both the Diaz Lake campground 
area and also the Millpond facility. Said An¬ 
gelo: "I'm kind of flabbergasted with his pro¬ 
gram. I recently turned down a carnival at Di¬ 
az Lake because I was concerned with the num¬ 
ber of people. (Steele had mentioned a figure 
of ^000 for the proposed Diaz concert.) I don't 
see county park facilities as being the place 
for this. I'm not opposed to a concert, but 
there are better places for it." 

Maybe not, as Deputy District Attorney 
Greg James said: " The county is not in a pos¬ 
ition to prevent something from happening, but 
it (the county) will have less control if the 
concert is not in a county park....The code 


could be changed to allow for commercial groups 
to rent public facilities." 

But the county was having none of that, 
and the generations,a gain, it seemed, had 
reached a stalemate. For the lack of a decis¬ 
ion, and also to allow the possibility of a 
bridge for the culture gap - the supervisors 
told Steele to get together "more informat¬ 
ion." 

Steele has spent weeks garnering public 
and business community support for his shows; 
in that effort he has acquired more than a 
few written testimonials from a number of bus¬ 
inessmen who appear willing to forget the 
drug-rock-youth culture issue. Some of these 
refer to full tills and barrels of beer sold 
to participants in the Grapevine show. 

Supervisor "Lefty" Irwin of Bishop re¬ 
futed these, matching them against "about 20" 
letters he had received in opposition to the 
concerts. As a "north countian" he implied 
half-jokingly that he might like to rid his 
own area of such concerts: "Would you be will¬ 
ing," he asked, tongue in cheek, "to settle 
for just one concert - in the south part of 
the county?" 

Page Z 
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ATTENTION, 

BUILDERS 

2 LOTS, CENTER OF LONE PINE, 
IDEAL FOR DEVELOPMENT 





\Letter I 


□ 50 Weeks f j 25 Weeks 1 I 3 Months y 
$25 ’— J $13 l — 1 $7 % 

S SEND TO_ i 

•i! y 

ADDRESS_g 

j CITY_STATE_ZIP_| 

* if} 

| | Payment enclosed ) j please bill me 


BEST BUYS: 

OLANCHA: Five acres, priced to sell. 

LONE PINE: Historic older house with 
two rentals . Call us today . 


876-4696 

310 so. main street 
lone pine, California 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN broker 
PAT ROBERTS associate 



SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGH. . . 

only the best for your eyes. 


o*i HS •**</> 



L«• 


JOHN GUSTAFSON ROBERT GUSTAFSON 

873-7740 

r 

(LA MONTANA PLAZA - BEHIND DOWNTOWN SAFEWAY) 

157 SHORT ST - BISHOP, CA. ft 





BASKETS 

FROM CHINA, MEXICO, 

THE PHILIPPINES 


Market 


Bishop’s finest foods and spirits • imports • 3100 West Line Street 


..• Colorful 3 sturdy J 
useful and decorative 3 
hand-made by talented 
artisans and specially 
selected for "The Wine 
Barrel " gift department. 
...And how about a basket 
of fine wine or fruit? 
They make great gifts. 


(And why not a r, permanent rr 
family Easter Basket?) 


YOU'LL FIND THEM AT THE.. 


COMPLETE DELI: 
WINES AND SPIRITS, 
GOURMET FOODS, 
IMPORTS 
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BS3SES 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

T7enc)on QFurnilure C" 
Tfpliolslery Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 

175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop } Mono Chambers of Camtnerce 


STARTS WEDNESDAY!! 


On our ne'j bright screen... 

W B* ^ DO 

n\0M\£- 
..TONIGHT! 


DOLBY 

STEREO 


3 GOOD REASONS WHY... 

.. we want to be your 

dealer (and 


should be): 



CAPRICE CLASSIC - IMBMA • MONTE CARLO • MALIBU • CAMARO. 


MILLER 
CHEVROLET 


Check here. 



A • MONZA • CHEVETTE • CORVETTE • WAGONS ■ R V ’S 


.before you buy! 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876-5551 


Nov/ under new ownership! 


LONE 

PINE 
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Manzanar pro, ast 



Angry protesters at one of several Manzanar project "public hearings" 


Tax money to impose a sense of guilt ? 


W HY MEMORIALIZE AN ACT WE WOULD RATHER FORGET?” It was a question that characterized 
the apparent general run of attitudes here, unbending attitudes about the state's 
spendthrift plan to rebuild in its entirety the World War II Japanese relocation 
center (a.k.a "concentration camp”) at Manzanar, barbed-wire and all 
Inyo Countians, it would seem, don't wish to 


have run into solid opposition. But without 
saying it, they made it pretty clear that the 
project will go through, though it may not in 
its final completion be as elaborate as sched¬ 
uled. 

The major concern here seems to be that 
of the "image” that a barbed wire-enclosed 
encampment - complete and rounded out with 
guard towers - may create. Never mind that it 
would also be a major tourist attraction. 

Said one anti-M^nzanar spokesman, Ran¬ 
cher Keith Bright: "I can't support the idea 
that the Japanese were physically mistreated” 
and, further, "It's not a California experi¬ 
ence; it's a national experience.” 

Also questioned and argued*was the ex¬ 
penditure of tax money at a time when, pre¬ 
pare 6 


be reminded, permanently, that they once hos¬ 
ted a large number of American citizens held 
securely in a camp between Independence and 
Lone fine. 

On the other side, pushing the state to 
build a memorial, are thousands of present- 
generation Japanese who want a somewhat more 
elaborate public reminder than the brass 
plaque imbedded in stone at the remaining 
guardhouse standing at Manzanar's entrance 
off Highway 395* Those same Japanese are now 
pushing for more than a 500-acre memorial: 
they've petitioned congress for reparations 
to cover the losses incurred when their fath¬ 
ers and grandfathers were whisked away to the 
post-Pearl Harbor camps• And the state gov¬ 
ernment, sensitive to southern California's 
large Japanese population, is responding. 

In four public hearings in 

the state's representatives, members of the .... - 

ClLfomia Parks and Recreation Department, 


sumably the state must live under the auster¬ 
ities brought about by passage of Prop 13. 

One spokesperson at Independence, Agnes John¬ 
son, railed against the fact that the state 
had spent the money to "send four people here 
to tell us about it.” She pointed out car ren¬ 
tal, airline expense and the other expend!t» 
ures of putting four people on the road. 

As for Proposition 13 and cost of a re¬ 
construction of the camp, one of the parks 
people, George Rackleman, vainly attempted to 
exolain: " The feasibility study was done be¬ 
fore Proposition 13. We lost most of our capi¬ 
tal outlay...but this was a significant occur¬ 
rence.. • " 

But at one of the four county sessions, 
the audience was further angered by being cut 
short in what clearly had been intended as a 
lengthy outpouring of public sentiment. Rack- 


they had to be at Burbank to cateh a plane, 
that the meeting would last only about 20 min¬ 
utes. But nobody was about to let them go, and 
anger rose. "We've been taxed to deathJ But 
nobody listens. We're fed up with projects we 
don't want...and we'd like you to listen]" 

Was California's Parks and Recreation 
department listening? Maybe yes, maybe no. As 
Bright pointed out: "You people don't even 
have a recorder going; you're not taking notes 
and you'll have to use your memory if there's 
any input to the state]" 

In answer, Rackleman said he'd "heard 
all that at four meetings." 

Meanwhile, an official in the department 
at Sacramento was contacted by reporters. Is 
the project in fact going through, pretest or 
not? "Probably," was the answer. 














NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 
a half...Should be eight." 

BY ?JEEK'S END IT LOOKED LIKE THE SUPERVISORS may 
soon face still further pay controversies. The 
courthouse employees were passing around copies 


•The MEDIA 



LA television takes up 
the DWP rate issue 

THEN HE APPEARED LAST 
week on the Channel 2 
Steve Edwzrds Show , 
DWP's top boss Louis 
TB. nnard was barraged 
with callers complain¬ 
ing about their recent 
bills - sane of these 
up by several hundred 
Steve Edwards percent. But Winnard 

replied with more bad news: If the OPEC countries 
raise oil prices (which they did by 9% at the 
start of the new week), then DWP electric cust¬ 
omers can expect even further charges. Besides, 

argued Winnard, only 
"about a third" of LA 
customers had increas¬ 
es ...mostly the people 
who in pre-energy-cri¬ 
sis years bought the 
DWP pitch about "sav¬ 
ing" with all-electric 
homes. Then the ques¬ 
tion arose, "Why should 
only a third of the 
people suffer while the majority paid only snail 
increases?" To that Winnard offered little of 
value - or reassurance about simple profiteering 
- to Edwards or the audience. One of the show's 
panelists said he and 
others had been "seduc¬ 
ed" by the all-electric 
promises. Edwards, show¬ 
ing increasing frustra- 



Louis Winnard 



tion with DWP's stoic 
and automatic defense 
mechanisms, allowed as 
how he would be "perf¬ 
ectly willing to pay a Ti Brick 
"little more" in order 

to spread out the DWP charges more equitably a- 
mong all. Another panelist pointed out that the 
city profits amount to about $35 million a year. 
"Why not use that to help us?" Winnard said the 
money "goes back to the people anyway," but he 
didn't say just how. Rates, meanwhile, are ag¬ 
ain on the increase - and probably will remain 
so until DWP is brought under control of the 
Public Utilities Commission. 

On another show - Talkabout - also on Chan¬ 
nel 2, the issue came up again. Long-time DWP 
adversary and Inyo-Mono sympathizer Tim Brick 
carried the argument to LA City Councilman £ev 
Yaroslavsky. Brick said that in principle he 
"favors" the rate restructuring but that he rec¬ 
ognizes the problem with the all-electric homes 0 
"DWP should repay its debt for suckering people 
into the Gold Medallion homes," he said. He fur¬ 
ther drew out the admission, from Yarolslavsky, 
that the city "benefits" from oil hikes - thanks 
to an LA city tax based on the total amount of 
power bills. 

For Inyo County electric users there app¬ 
eared to be no help at all in the power issue. 
They use more for heating than LA users • 


of a Mono County news story reporting that a 
pay increase - 1% across-the-board and retro¬ 
active - had been voted to employees in Mono. 
There was a rumor, later proven false, that 
Mono had gone so far as to guarantee another 
similar raise for next year. But Inyo's em¬ 
ployees, stuck with a marginal increase in the 
foim of "benefits" in this Proposition 13 year, 
were gathering their big guns for the pay bat¬ 
tle that looms this summer. Some claimed that 
"weak leadership" in the past two years in the 
county employees' association had cost Inyo's 
county workers the chance to "catch up" with 
spiraling inflation figures. 

*** 

BOMBARDED WITH A COMPLEXITY OF PSYCHIATRIC 
terms and evaluations the jurors in the Evin 
Lappas murder trial last week began hearing 
the other — defense — side of the story about 
how - and perhaps why - Lappas shot her step¬ 
father to death last October. The defense was 
claiming, and attempting to prove, that Lappas 
was functioning under "diminished capacity" 
when she turned the gun on A1 Durney. The de¬ 
fense hopes to reduce the murder charge to one 
of manslaughter, and toward that end the law¬ 
yers called a psychologist. Dr. Edward Conol- 
ley. li e described Lappas as suffering from 
a combination of depression, anxieties, feel¬ 
ings of inferiority, and problems with "sexual 
matters." But the district attorney argued to 
the effect that "most people" suffer from such 
problems "at one time or another." The doctor 
went to the courtroom blackboard to make his 
claim more clear to the jurors. A circle rep¬ 
resented M s# Lappas and an arrow inside the 
circle symbolized "mounting pressure inside." 
Another one (outside) represented "pressures" 
around her that effected hero Still another, 
a small one, was Lappas' "willpower. 11 So much 
for arrows, the jurors at midweek were having 
other troubles; the trial was completely call¬ 
ed off for a day when it was learned that one 
juror's wife had undergone emergency surgery 
and, at the same time, an alternative juror 
that would replace the absent juror was taken 
to the hospital with a "muscle spasm" in his 
back. Even the weather entered into the pro¬ 
ceedings (or non-proceedings): Two prosecut¬ 
ion witnesses failed to tuna up because their 
plane was grounded by a storm. Judge Verne 
Summers summed up the day: "If sane "tilings have 
to go wrong, everything might as well go wrong." 

■SWH*- 

WHAT - BESIDES DWP'S OWN RECALCITRANCE - holds 


up the land auctions and "lot sales"? County 
(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 15) 
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BAZAAR 

«» 

BAKE SALE! 

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE! 


HELP SUPPORT... 

Owens Valley School 
4th Grade field trip 


'■lasonie Hall at Independence 
March 31 - 9 to 5 



«» <o> 


RAFFLE...3 PRIZES! 
HOT ROLLS & COFFEE 
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AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



REAL SERVICE 

fiSki • tune-ups 


<^> 

TOWING 

14-Hoar 
Emerfencj 
food Service 

Comp h 

TUNE-UPS 

BRAKES 

EXPERT LUBRICATION 
TIRE REPAIRS 

TIRES • BATTERIES 

zte overhaul service 

DUNCAN’S! 

m 

—T 878-2112 

ell 


South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence 


MEN’S 


HAIR STYLING 


BY JERRY 



JERRY ARMSTRONG 

(FORMERLY OF MANHATTAN BEACH) 
EXPERIENCED IN MEN S HAIR STYLING 
SINCE 1964 

314 W Line 


AT SIERRA STATION 

Across From City Hall 
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RIBS,CHICKEN, BEEF... 
GOOD! TRY'EM! 

Take some home for dinner - Tonight! 


187 
South 
Main 

CATERING/872-5535 


WEST 

BISHOP 




New 14-lot subdivision 

Let Hubbard 

design and build 
your custom home. 


slow Leasing... 

PROFESSIONAL office space 

162 East Line St. 



— CL^ovyAT/t d tot* - 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
CUSTOM BUILT HOMES 

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL 

( At 0 HI .. I IC. tt 11 MX)I 


873-7141 
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The most complete 
local and area 
news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7:05, 8-.05, 12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UPI world news... 


Complete 

coverage 

of 

Southern 


(We figure you want to 
know what's really 
going on - everywhere!) 


Inyo , 
too! 


STEREO FM 100 


K lOQ/FIKE 

‘fm radio one hundred’ 



We don’t work for a company. 
We work for you. 


(jd& unrtt fob ijotv. 

(lk'/(6 d/ti/uvuwcc, -- 

(ji)e,ctfri't/u^ytA/fo a CmpMy. CU£M/<yt& fot/^dtc. 

Ljdu'/d oo/o Jfovi&AoocC. 

Uk That a /tX 

ca/c, duunddd 

need 

(J/xi — 7n/>d£ Xc/ia^t a^, c&npatff cfoed. ca*iudeMd-- 

Ljoa ’/ce 7uft uaV "mv' o/i&L Ad. 

Lfou'/te mv foed^fA/Mu^d _ 

* PETE LARSON 

vou JLJ\ R. F. oyler insurance 


yinsurance § /agent ^ 

SERVES YOU FIRST 

fcs=/<8 


124 N. MAIN ST. IONE PINE 
Phone: 876-4105 
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THIS YEAR, WHY NOT GET SOME EXERCISE? 

(...AND SAVE A LOT OF GASOLINE) 

Stay fit. Keep trim. Ride a bike this year. 

We've got'em. All kinds. 


( 714 ) 873-5070 


CJfie. HSi&e and <zSf2ort 

’ 712 . NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 93514- 


SHARP 


SHARP ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 

Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
U S. Subsidiary of Sharp Corporation 
OSAKA, JAPAN 


ER-2531 

Versatile ECR for small-to-medium sized 
retailers features 2 departments, 36-break tax 
table calculation and dual display. 

• Automatic tax calculation with tax table with 
up to 36 breaks and tax rate, plus manual tax 
calculation and tax shift key. • Totals for cash, 
tax, gross sales, paid-out, void, void mode and 
cash-in-drawer. Up to 8 digits. • 2 department 
totals with extra-large keys. • Receipt issuance 
ON/OFF switch and journal 

selective function. 

• Mode switch for pro¬ 
gramming print-out of 
date, consecutive 
number, machine 
number, tax table 
and tax rate. 

• Large, easy- 
to-read dual 
operator- and 
customer-side 

display. •One-month memory 
protection. • Automatic change calculation. 

• Error alarm in case of mis-registration. 

• Repeat registration with count display. 


Complete 

Typewriter 

Repair 

Service 


$679.00 


Serving Tonopah & 
Vicinity twice a 
month 


"For Information 
on the entire line 
of Sharp Electronic 
Cash Registers" 

Bishop 

Typewriter 

(714)873 5773 
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Photos: John Heston 


Cold flight 
after a crash 


FLEEING A HIGHWAY 
MISHAP A YOUTH LEARNS 
WHAT OTHERS HAVE 
LEARNED: THERE ARE 
FEW HIDING PLACES IN 
INYO'S BARREN DESERT 


Suspect's car and (background) overturned truck 

Driving southward late one night last week , 22-year-old 
Curtis Jack Beeler slammed into the back of a pickup 
truck. He said later that from that moment on he 
couldn’t remember what happened. Rut witnesses drawn to the 
crash scene moments after the accident were less vague. 

They said Beeler jumped unhurt from his smashed car, hur¬ 
riedly buried a plastic bagful of clothing in some brush } 
and ran into a sparsely-populated area just north of In- Officers found a rifle 

dependence. The officers began a search. "Of minor concern" 




























Photos: Benett Kessler 

. 


, *' 1 ©5Sifc# 


Under arrest, hit-run suspect smiled for photographer 

Only a sketchy description was furnished and J ac it turn¬ 
ed outj it was only partly accurate: "Short latin-Ameri¬ 
can, without a shirt." Early the next morningj Jim Hill 
of Lake Elsinore area set out fur home from Independence. 
He had been at the accident scene and even helped in the 
search the niyht before. South of Independence he picked 
up a hitchiker with a backpack, drove him to Lone Pine 
and let him out . Later, Deputy Randy Nixon "checked out r 
the hitchiker who turned out to be Heeler . Charged with 
"felony hit and run," Beeler was arraigned in a court 
hearing early this week. 


^5 


Deputy Nixon 

Checked out the hitch hiker 


In custody, the young 
suspect denied any rem¬ 
embrance of the mishap. 


"I woke up with my feet 
in a stream. It was 
very cold." A woman in¬ 
jured in the accident 
(cover) was released 
from the hospital af¬ 
ter treatment. 


T |,| p 

DODGERS 


GAMES 


5 




HEAR ’EM ALL ON. 


SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN G 3E WORLD 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE 
KIBS SPONSORS: 

Kentucky Fried Chicken 
Simpson's Delta Tires 
Howard's Lumber Company 
Tony's Union 76 

The Sizzler Family Steak House 
Steve's Auto Parts 
Continental Telephone 
Schat's Bakeries 
Bishop Mobile Homes 
Hi-Mountain Rentals 
Sierra Liquor 


BISHOP 1230AM 

□1 

D 

□ 

0 


— P O. I {OX 757 714 873-6324 -* 
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Just plain good cookin' 

Try our hot soups, fresh every day 
Fast service on ldnch and break <• 
Salad bar 



CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


8734924 




\> v 2587 W. line Bishop 

• acr "■ 



* Jfl MOUNTAIN, „, 
y RENTALS th 

^ 2*'V John Boothe 




SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS *TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER • BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


A LOT OF PEOPLE IN INYO 
ARE FINDING OUT... - 



HOT WATER FASTER 


.. .GAS 
COSTS 
LESS! 


CAL GAS-BISHOP, INC. 


Get the 
facts! 


Bus. 873-6371 
•P. O. Box 966 
North Main St. 
Bishop 



DANCE TO: 


"TENT STEEL 
BREEZE" 
Starts Wed. 


OPEN 5 PM 

Happy Hour V 
5-7 Wkdys’. & 

CLOSED SUN, MON 



Dinner • Cocktails 

Prime Rib 

steak, chicken, 
seafood 



970 N. Main 


COMPANY 

873-3311 


NOT ‘ROCK’ 

NOT ‘COUNTRY’- 
.. . JUST THE BEST 



LOCAL NEWS ON KNYO 
8 am 
NOON 
5 pm 

ABC Information Radio Network 
every hour on the half hour 



AM 600 
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Get more 
from Les... 


3> 


Les Hall of Virg¬ 
il Oyler Motors 
will meet or oeat 
any reasonable 
deal on a new 
Oldsmobile, Cad¬ 
illac, Chevrolet 
or Datsun. 


He will also of¬ 
fer more than a 
fair deal on any 
one of his fine 
"OK" used cars. 


Les Hall 


Call for an appointment or 
ask for him at the showroom. Hhy 
not make your next automobile 
purchase a rewarding experience? 
You'll get more from Les.... 


VIRGIL 0YLER1 


Televhone 

873-3515 


462 North 
'lain St. 


MOTORS-BISHOP 


good 
nutrition 

qood 
^health 



qood 

V—/ I ■ 

living 

[they all 

begin with a 
good diet] 

Personally selected organic vegetables 
and fruits. A wide selection of food 
supplements, health aids. Fresh fish, 
weekly...Tune in to the "Mother Earth 
News," at 8:25 a.m., Radio KNYO (600). 

...Your well-being is our business... 


LONE PINE 
MOUNTAIN 
TRADING 
COMPANY 


123 
N. Main 
Lone Pine 
876-5671 



SPBINCTIHf 


AT LLOYD'S... 


...SO JUMP ON DOWN AND SPRING INTO 

A PAIR OF NEW SHOES. SEE THE STYLES 
THAT ARE HERE FOR YOU! 


BASEBALL SHOES AND SUPPLIES 
FOR BIG GUYS AND FOR 
LITTLE LEAGUERS. TOO! 


HITTS. CONVERSE SHOES. BROOKS HOSE 

...And listen for Lloyd’s daily specials 
advertised on KNYO Radio, 600 AM 


"W6ere Sttcsy (Zudfovuci 
TSecamea. 'pticHcl" 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 


In Inyo, home 
of the new 
’Western Look 

- 876-4371 
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(Paid advertisement) 



When we were children, we pledged our allegiance to the flag of the United 
States. We wanted to join the military service as our fathers had done, volunteering 
to protect our family, friends and country from aggressive and hostile ideologies. 

We wanted to become President. We wanted to earn our way in life , reaping the fruits 
of our labors within the great free enterprise system. We wanted a house, a family 
to fill the house, a comfortable car, two weeks' paid vacation and a time to gather 
'round the family dinner table on those lazy Sunday afternoons to discuss such anc¬ 
ient subjects as the weather, Grandma's home-made bread, and the time Uncle Al put 
his foot through the ceiling walking in the attic. 


***** 


Time passed. We became adults. We did have occasion to volunteer our services 
in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force. We returned from that last overseas fra¬ 
cas (the one we don't discuss any more in polite society), and we are shunned. The 
prerequisite qualifications for becoming President had gone from "Log Cabin Lincoln" 
to crooked lawyer, inept bureaucratic cog in the machine, or multi-mi11ion-dollar 
peanut farmer. We found too, that children can't pledge their allegiance to the flag, 
as that might be offensive to some. 

We went into the work force and for those who worked hard there were the re¬ 
wards: rundown apartments, or tacky-tin houses set not on terra firma but upon rub¬ 
ber tires. And the government, meanwhile, devalued the dollar. As for the car, some 
of us can afford one; intended, obviously, for the physical size of a 12-year-old or 
a pygmy. (Lord help us if there is a "minority" group of pygmies who takes this as a 
prejudicial statement; they'll probably petition the federal government for a federal¬ 
ly-financed housing project as compensation for the oppressive and racist attitude in 
the utterance; demanding five-foot maximum doorways, two-foot-tall sinks and potties 
more comfortable for their diminutive derrieres - at a cost to the taxpayer of only a 
couple million, remembering always, folks, that if you have reason to believe you are 
a pygmy and therefore eligible, you must first be certified so by the federal govern¬ 
ment. ) 

Continuing; The matter of the two-week vacation. It is spent, largely, watching 
such edifying material as "Little House on the Prairie" and "Battle Star Galactica," 
unless you want to go deeper into debt and borrow some bucks on your Status-fied VISA, 
the one with the 18% interest. (Remember all they fought for? Like the house you got 

on a bank loan at 4%? I kid you not; there was such a time!) 

***** 

And now, with the economy in chaos, both marriage partners need to be employed 
to make ends meet. So goes the family situation for those who like it - and so goes 
that lazy Sunday afternoon of yesteryear; they've eroded away leaving us a few select 

days - Christmas, perhaps, or Thanksgiving - to discover "family." 

***** 


A question for the heroes of "Battle Star Galactica": Somewhere between your 
mother planet and Lunar Seven are you searching for that Little House on the Prairie, 

and if you should find it, will it be elsewhere than upon the same planet you left? 

★ ★★★★ 

Well, for our money, little as it may be, the responsibility for this unjustif¬ 
ied and radically negative evolution (or is that evil-ution?), rests with federal gov¬ 
ernment itself. We pay the government to cure our ills. But it creates more ills, take 
for instance the energy crisis. 

★★★★★ 

When the political problems started in the Mid-East, somebody turned down the 
oil spigot. We were ordered to drive at 55 and we were asked to lower the thermostat 
to 68, down from a comfortable 72. A few years went by and we paid the government to 
cure those ills. Now, the thermostat's at 65 during the day and at a chilly 60 at 
night. Gas stations are selling at 80 and 90 cents a gallon, and there's serious talk 
about rationing in the near future. 

★ ★★★★ 

Life goes on. The government is still being financed to cure our ills. It is now 
doing this by allowing the burning of poor quality and harmful oil to generate elec¬ 
tricity - not to mention the develpoment of atomic powered generators whose construct¬ 
ion and operation by human beings, beings with certain frailties and limitations, may 
cause even greater health hazards than those already witnessed. But....the government 
has an ace in the hole, so it says. It's going to give Israel 5 1/2 billion to cure 
OUR ills. Now if the government took that 5 1/2 billion-plus dollars that it now nlans 
to use to bribe Israel into a peaceful settlement with its oi1-providing neighbors, 
and spent it on clean, safe solar energy development (which we have the means and the 
knowledge to implement), we'd be doing humanity a greater service. Better than wastinq 
time and money interfering in a foreign property dispute that has been going on for 
5000 years. 

★★★★★★ 

Goodnight, Captain Apollo, wherever you are. 

-EAGLE 


For information about EAGLE, its beliefs., aims and goals, address enquiries 
to EAGLE, PO Box 1776, Bishop, California 92514. 
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NEWS BRItFS, Continued 
Administrator Smith broke from a sup¬ 
ervisors' meeting to call DWP's Engin¬ 
eer Jin VUckser to ask him why all the 
fuss over amending the Brown Act (A 
state law protecting lease holders of 
DWP properties). The fuss, he was told, 
that there Till be no more 1^-year 
leases...and no auction of DWP land 
unless the Brown Act is changed by the 
legislature. °ne Inyo Countian, Jim 
Nikolaus, got such a lease, so why an 
act of the legislature for others to 
get similar treatment? Vickser was 
firm. Referiing once again to the LA 
City Charter - the old DWP standby in 
times of stressful requests - he said 
that if and when land is sold at auc¬ 
tion, as Nikolaud would like, the les¬ 
see gets no right of preference. The 
issue was not a new* one for the super¬ 
visors, sounding as it did like a re¬ 
run. They talked about appealing to 
Inyo's state legislators about chang¬ 
ing the law. Nobody was holding his 
breath. *** 

THINGS Y/ERE LOOKING A LITTLE BRIGHTER for the 
embattled residents of Felton subdivision 
last week. They've suffered along with leaks 
and breaks in a water system they call "tot¬ 
ally inadequate," a system that nowhere meets 
the standards of the original subdivision 
plans. In recent weeks they have appealed to 
the supervisors and their demands for help 
may be shorn.ng results: The county's legal 
counsel, Greg James, said last week that he 
has exacted a promise from Felton to the ef- 


Siqn of the fast-moving times, a plea to drivers 

Caught up in the tense impatience of California 's 
highways and freeways , this driver on Highway 39 5 
taped a fervent and poignant plea in his rear win¬ 
dow. The photographer grabbed a quick shot } but the 
foreign visitor was never identified- the traffic 
was too heavy and too fast and we couldn’t catch 
the visitor’s eye. 


feet that he will meet with county officials 
and residents of the subdivision "on April 
10 or 11." The county, meanwhile, holds Fel¬ 
ton's water system construction bond and In¬ 
yo officials appear to be increasing press¬ 
ure on the builder to upgrade the system ac¬ 
cording to plans the county approved. 

-SB*# 

THE "HOT-DITCH" SKINNY-DIPEERS WERE WARNED 
last week: If they didn't shape up, make 
less noise and clean up their act, they'd 

(NEWS BRIEFS Continued, P.16) 


(jf^avort down by the C~ sh 
one of these (j£ute numbers from our 

swimwear (j^Dllection, 
upstairs, (jj^ttonwood plaza. 


(ftanMeberrg (En* 


SALE: Closing out a few items: blouses> 
skirts 3 dresses . Discounts 20-50% 


785 N. Main, Suite E Bishop (714) 872-2111 
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The Inyo County News-Tetter welcomes letters and comment 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publi 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address¬ 
ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's reader 
that publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply that the editors a- 
gree with its content, or that the editors guarantee accuracy of the letter. 




BODIES, SENSATIONALISM AND GOOD TASTE: 

AND NUMBER TWO ALWAYS TRIES HARDER 

Inyo County News-Letter: 

I am returning this copy of the "Inyo 
County News-Letter" to you with this question 
for you to think about - "If anyone from your 
family or friends were killed in an accident, 
would you want to see their covered bodies 
sprawled on the highway?" 

If this is the kind of pictures you feel 
you need to sell copies, I feel very sorry 
for you. I find your pictures of the accident 
very offensive. I see no reason for the bod¬ 
ies, although covered, to be shown in your 
pictureso This is sensationalism and if this 
is the kind of journalism you plan to contin¬ 
ue,! feel you should disband your publication 
because in my opinion pictures as these bor¬ 
der on pornography. It may sell more papers, 
which I am sure you would like to do, but at 
what lengths will you go to sell your paper? 

I have received this paper free and I presjme 
it's a free copy to get me to subscribe. But, 
because of the pictures contained in this one 
issue, do not send me any more. I don't need, 
nor do I want this kind of newsletter in my 
home. I am sorry to see this kind of journal¬ 
ism coming to Inyo County. 

-Mike McELvogue 
Bishop 

(Editor's note: In publishing pictures of 
the accident, News-Letter followed the same 
policy line as the local paper, Channel 7 
television, the local paper in the dead 
boys' home town, etc. - which is to say, we 
followed standard news practice. The line 
between "sensationalism" and "hard news" is 
a fine one, though it is a line of taste of 
which the News-Letter staff is not unaware. 
But News-Letter does not gear its stories 
or pictures "to sell papers" - or advertis¬ 
ing- as a consequence News-Letter has lost 
one or two advertisers and about a half- 
dozen subscribers, in the past year and a 
half of publication. News-Letter will con¬ 
tinue to publish the "hard news, " clearly 
filling a need in Inyo County, though such 
publication will be done with whatever sym¬ 
pathy and good taste as is possible. As for 
"selling papers," the editor hopes that con¬ 
tent, not sensationalism, will do the job. 
...We try harder (After all, we’re only No. 
TwOj_. . I _ 

CAVE-IN, Continued 

He didn't recognize the danger...The others 
observed the sand and gravel spitting." 

Reports were that someone had reached 
out to grab Connor, but missed. The miners 
arriving for work - the midnight shift - had 
the task of digging him out. "We pulled back 
from the area of the roof fall," said Sparks. 
"We're supporting it with rock...bolts and 
timber." 

Generally speaking, ABC has a good re¬ 
cord of safety: no more than "a dislocated 
knee" in the past five years O _ 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

soon be fenced out from their favorite out¬ 
door spa - the long line of warm pools fed 
by Keough hot springs. Elizabeth Denniss, the 
long-time owner of the Keough's, went on a rad¬ 
io talk show at Bishop. Complaining about the 
people who use the hot-ditch waters, she said 
"They scream and holler til three, four, even 
five in the morning. You can't take a step 
down there without putting your foot in brok¬ 
en glass...manure...garbage. The flies are ter¬ 
rible." Denniss' properties include the stream 
of warm waters forming pools on an 18-acre 
tract she leases from DWP - this aside from 
the swimming pool enclosure to the west. KICQ's 
Jon Levin, on whose talk show Denniss aired her 
anger, is himself a hot-ditch fan and awhils 
back initiated a clean-up campaign for the ar¬ 
ea. With a handful of friends he carried loais 
of debris, beer cans aid glass away to a dump. 
But "hot-ditch," the late-night domain of the 
north-county skinny-dippers, remains a lot 
like it was before the clean-up. Also up in 
arms over the hot-ditch mess are the occupants 



Latest 
Kid craze 


Photo: Jim Smith 


NO BONES 
ABOUT IT. 

...the 

Fleer peo¬ 
ple (bub¬ 
ble gum) 
are making 
a kill¬ 
ing wit 
this 
macabre 
confection 
called Mr 
Bones. Fo 
15j kids 
can trade 
candy and 
coffins 
for a 

whole can- 
du skeleton. 


of a number of trailer spaces in the area. Den¬ 
niss says the tenants "are objecting," report¬ 
ing fights, noise "and people banging on their 
doors at all hours." But especially galling to 
the irate proprietor of the "hot-ditch" is 
the lifestyle shown by the bathers. "Some of 
them take pot and their girl friends in there 
and have orgies...And a couple of places up 
here have been robbed." And what plans does 
she have to clean up hot-ditch? Simple: If no 
improvements take place, she'll fence it off. 

THEJffi IS A STRONG INDICATION - FINALLY - that 
the sheriff may be getting the new emergency 
generator that he's been promised for more than 
four years. The generator has been a to pic much 
discussed and one addressed by more than one 
of the county's grand juries. It seems that if 
a power outage occurs, as it often does, the 
sheriff's department and its radio communicat- 

(Continued on back page) 



















- (JVotes ‘From B. K? - 

RUMORS TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING, INYO'S LITTLE AIRLINE (Actually, it's 
no longer Inyo’s little airline, as we shall shortly see) is not moving out, 
not entirely. Sierra Pacific, whose critics sometimes refer unkindly to it as 
Sierra Pathetic , will retain a "skeleton crew" hereabouts, and for now will 
continue about three flights daily. One Los Angeles flight was recently can¬ 
celled due as one airline spokesman said "to plane fuel allocation." But SP's 
general business operations have been packed up and moved (presumably by air) 
to Tucson. That's the home office of Mountain Western, the company that rec¬ 
ently bought SP. Word has it that the company may further reduce flights on 
the Inyo-Mono schedules. It was verified that airline officials had seriously considered mov¬ 
ing the whole show, but their proposal was met with protest from some people who apparently 
swing a little weight. Somehow, we kind of wish Dave McCoy was running things again. 

4MHJ- 

CORRECTIONj In our report last week about the bank holdup, we quoted a news source who told 
us that the robber staged his robbery at the drive-in teller's window. Not so, we are now 
told; he went inside the bank. (Just wanted to set things light, folks.) 

REMEMBER FATHER FOLEY? THE POPULAR PRIEST THAT USED TO SERVE THE SANTA ROSA PARISH? He left 
the priesthood, going through all the necessary channels to the V a tican which released him 
from his vows. When he left Lone Pine he was doing social work and counselling at Bakersfield. 
At Bakersfield he later met Rose Munoz, am administrative aide to Senator Walter Steirn. And 
now - as of last December - it is no longer "^ather Foley," but Mr 0 and Mrs. Riil Foley. 

CINDY ALLSTEAD, long-time clerk and secretary to the board of supervisors, "gave notice" sev¬ 
eral weeks ago that she'd be leaving. The beard still hasn't filled the position. (Apparent¬ 
ly, some county administrative people were hoping she was just kidding, but she is not.) Cin¬ 
dy will be leaving on April 1 to join her father and brother in the law firm of Smith, Buch¬ 
anan and Smith. 

4HW- 

RECOMMENDED TO US FOR VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: C a rl Pierce of Bishop. He's the insurance 
man. Called by those who know him "friendly and dependable." 

STTLL ANOTHER LAWSUIT FOR DWP. It seems the personnel people at LA's DWP office refused to 
hire a man who in the past had been treated for mental illness. But under federal law such a 
refusal is considered discrimination against a handicapped person. Under federal hiring pol¬ 
icies, DWP must comply since the water company is under a federal contract - to maintain Hoov¬ 
er Dam. 

THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS ARE BATTLING TO PREVENT MINING OPERATIONS proposed for the big red 
pile of volcanic cinders north of Little Lake. They are concerned with ecology, or so it is 
claimed, and also with the fact that "Cinder Cone" has been a Highway 395 landmark for 
years - that, in effect, the mining canpany would reduce the mountain to a molehill. So when 
the Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce went officially on the record in support of the mining op¬ 
eration (a boost to the chronically ailing southern Inyo economy), chamber officials borrow¬ 
ed some of the environmental—ecological terms for their own use: Insulation made frcro the 
cinder product might save energy. 

4BHE- 

ANOTHER APPEARANCE THIS WEEK OF "EAGLE" - a paid advertisement, incidentally, and (in answer 
to those who have asked) not necessarily reflecting the views of this publication or its 
staff members. "Eagle" is in no way associated with Eastern Sierra News Service. And, we might 
also add, address inquiries to the address given, not to us. 

-SB*-# 

THEY'RE NOT TALKING FOR THE RECOTD, but some of the miners at the American Borate Company 
mine in the south end of the county are telling friends that there are "problems" with safety 
measures there. The mine has a public information officer but she was not releasing informa¬ 
tion about the fatal accident last week; she said "everything" that was to be released would 
come from the mine's top boss, Greg Sparks. 

<HHfr 

THE "ERA" MOVEMENT IS LOSING STEAM. The feminists got what they wanted from Washington - an 
extension of time - but whether they can generate any more interest is another matter. Sev¬ 
eral states have already rescinded their earlier support. Many legislators were turned off 
because of the aggressive, demanding behavior of some of the leaders. Like it or not, sug¬ 
ar still gets more flies - and male votes - than vinegar. I was at Washington covering the 
ERA March last summer; and the ERA leaders went about things in a manner less than diplomat¬ 
ic. They even blew some press support by putting down male reporters. Bad news. 

4BB*- 

...BUT MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, EVERY DAY... 




Page 17 







Russian politics and 
“ Hone Pine chess 



Photo: Jim Smith 


ANYONE PLAYING 
KORCHNOI "WON'T 
PLAY IN RUSSIA" 


T! 


Prussian Defector Korchnoi awaits Reshevsky's move 

..Burdened...but not lacking opponents at Lone Pine 

NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ions are put out of business. The situation has 
long begged for a generator that -will switch on 
automatically, in such emergencies,. But last week, 
after years of battling red tape and false starts, 
the supervisors* made it official: They voted their 
okay to "install," a generator, and authorized the 
public works department to draw up papers to put 
the project out for bid. Said one sheriff's off¬ 
icer privately: "We'll believe it when we see it]' 

THE HARD—LINERS SEE "PROBATION" as unwarranted 
leniency; the rehabilitation proponents see it as 
an opportunity to reform the criminal. It has long 
been an issue in Inyo. Now the probation officer, 
John Lee, who has suffered some criticism for his 
reputed "soft" approach, may be moving more into 
the camp of the hard-liners. Said Lee last week 
following the arrest of three probationers on pro¬ 
bation violation charges: "We're into a move to 
make people understand that the terms and condi¬ 
tions of probation are meant to be adhered to, or 
we'll be doing something about it. My people are 
moving into the act." And are the probationers 
petti np the message? Time, it seems, will tell • 


|HE RUSSIANS, make no doubt about 
it, take their politics, their 
chess games and their chess pla¬ 
yers quite seriously. And ever since 
one of their top grand masters def¬ 
ected to Switzerland in 1976, they 
have been pouting about it. And now, 
at the opening of the Lone Tine 
Chess Tournament, the Soviets' int¬ 
ernational politics reached all the 
way into the Owens Valley. 

Korchnoi was there, playing, 
and the word was out from Moscow, 
or Petrograd, or Leningrad or Omsk, 
or whereverthehell the Russians 
fire off their international chess 
policies: If you are a grand mast¬ 
er and you play Korchnoi you won't 
be playing in any Russian tourna¬ 
ments . 

Korchnoi, looking a little 
burdened, was not without opponents 
however as he took his seat at one 
of the tables patterned row-on-row 
in Lone Pine's Town Hall. The play, 
Russian protest notwithstanding, 
had begun. 

Isaac Kashdan, himself a play¬ 
er of no small renown and a column¬ 
ist for the Los Angeles TIMES, is 
the manager of the Louis Statham 
Tournament at Lone Pine. Kashdan 
was a bit put off by the Russians; 
_ although it was the biggest tourn¬ 
ament ever in these parts, and although 73 
other of the world's top players had turn¬ 
ed up, at least two Russian grand masters 
had decided to boycott. Kashdan will pro¬ 
test. He says the Russians are pouting be¬ 
cause Korchnoi very nearly beat one of the 
top Soviets for a world title. "They are 
trying to prevent him from playing. They 
are saying that whoever plays Korchnoi 
will' not play in Soviet tournaments, and 
all Soviets are boycotting tournaments he 
plays in. I and some of Ihe players in¬ 
tend to protest this to the International 
CJiess Federation." Will that do any good? 
i erhaps not. Lays Kashdan with some help¬ 
lessness: "The Soviets are so strong (in 
the federation) there....but at least we 
might get publicity." 

If Korchnoi's appearance created a 
few problems, it also brought an equal 
share of blessings. He is undoubtedly the 
star of the show - a show that seems to 
attract more attention every year. Lone 
Pine is significant enough now, folks, to 
be boycotted by the Russians® 
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